
HEARING BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2018 AT 11:00 A.M. 
 
 
To The Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair; 
The Honorable Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair; and 
Members of Committee on Ways and Means; 
 
 
 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB2903 
RELATING TO THE HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

 
 
Aloha, my name is Pamela Tumpap and I am the President of the Maui Chamber of Commerce. I am 
writing share our support of SB2903. 
 
 
The Hawaii Technology Development Corporation is extremely important to develop and sustain the 
state’s manufacturing industry. The manufacturing increases the workforce and resources for our   
community. We believe supporting our local manufacturers is vital to our state’s economy and support 
funding to continue the manufacturing grant program and its operations and administration for fiscal 
year 2018-2019.  

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Pamela Tumpap 
President 

95 Mahalani Street, Suite 22A, Wailuku, Hawaii  96793 808-244-0081  info@MauiChamber.com   MauiChamber.com 

To advance and promote a healthy economic environment 
for business, advocating for a responsive government and 
quality education, while preserving Maui’s unique  
community characteristics. 
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Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Randy Cabral, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB).  Organized since 1948, the 
HFB is comprised of 1,900 farm family members statewide, and serves as Hawaii’s voice of 
agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and educational interests 
of our diverse agricultural community.  
 
The Hawaii Farm Bureau supports SB 2903, which appropriates funds for the Hawaii 
Technology Development Corporation's manufacturing grant program. 
 
The strength of Hawaii’s economy is dependent upon a diversity in commerce that are 
resilient to economic downturns and aggressive in creating new opportunities for growth.  This 
program complements other programs in DBEDT to accomplish such a goal.   
 
A major weakness in agriculture is our lack of value added production.  Our over dependence 
on sale of fresh goods makes us especially vulnerable to weather and pest outbreaks while 
strict quarantine measures and transportation costs of heavy goods make exports difficult.  
This measure creates incentives for value added manufacturing.  Farmers like to farm.  They 
are not experts in value-added production.  Partnerships with the manufacturing sector could 
help us in this area. 
 
For example, beef.  Maui has a new product called Maui Crisps.  It is a popular “omiyage” 
gift.  The owner had difficulty meeting demand and recently expanded his operations.  This 
provides a value-added product to our cattle industry, is portable and light -- perfect for 
suitcase exports and is shelf stable, not requiring refrigeration.  Products like this can pull 
agricultural expansion supportive of our State’s policy for increased agricultural production. 
 
We need to expand other agricultural value-added production capacities and this program is 
a critical opportunity to achieve this goal.   
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide our opinion on this important matter. 
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Statement of 
Julia Person 

Corporate Sustainability Manager 
Julia.person@konabrewingco.com / 971-271-0596 

Kona Brewing Co. 

before the 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Wednesday, February 28, 2018 
11:00 a.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 211 
 

In consideration of 
SB2903  

  RELATING TO THE HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 
 
 Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, 
 

Kona Brewing Co. supports SB2903, which appropriates funds to the Hawaii 
Technology Development Corporation for continuance and administration of the 
manufacturing development program. 

 
Kona Brewing Co. is Hawaii’s oldest and largest craft brewery, and is today a 

top 10 national craft beer brand. The flagship brewhouse operates in Kailua-Kona, 
where the company is embarking on a large expansion, with a commitment to grow 
in a sustainable manner. The new brewery has a goal to be net zero energy usage, 
net zero water usage, and a certified green building. The HTDC manufacturing grant 
program has enabled Kona Brewing Co. to pursue innovative energy efficient 
technology, helping to support more local jobs and revenue generation by growing 
our manufacturing business. We strongly recommend the continuation of HB1327. 

 
According to the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, Hawaii has over 1,000 

active manufacturers employing approximately 17,000 workers and Hawaii's 
manufacturing industry helped the local economy by exporting nearly $570 million in 
manufactured goods in 2012. 

 
The program limits reimbursement to 20% of qualified expenses capped at 

$100,000.  The program shows the State’s support for local manufacturers willing to 
make the commitment to growing their businesses in Hawaii and growing the 
industry. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 
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